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For four years, I'd fished the Squamish River with little to show for it. I was 

starting to think I'd never figure it out. Then came the joint fish out with the 

Totems in 2023.  

I got there later in the day, fished solo for a while, making my way toward 

the campsite to join the group for lunch. After enjoying the meal, we head-

ed back to the river to fish together. That's when it happened. Right beside 

me, John Hay hooked a beautiful Cutthroat Trout. It was exactly the inspi-

ration I needed.  

Later that day, back home, John generously shared the fly he used with 

me. I tied a few and double-checked the pattern with him - it was time to 

put it to the test. 

A week later, I was back on the Squamish and finally after years of trying,  

I caught a fish. Then another. By the end of the day, I had landed five Bull 

Trout. It was an incredible breakthrough. 

John told me he learned the pattern from Andrew Redmont at Sea-Run, 

but since it didn't have a name, I decided to give it one: the JH Squamish 

Special. It’s a testament to the generosity of our community and the power 

of sharing knowledge. I’m incredibly grateful to John for his help and for the opportunity to learn from him. 

Hook: TMC 5262, 2XL Streamer Hook. Size #8  

Bead:  5/32” Brass Bead or Cone Head    

Thread: Uni 6/0 Olive   

Tail:  Olive Marabou   

Body:  Medium Peacock Krystal Flash Chenille  

  and a  few strands of gold or green Krystal  

  Flash along both sides  

Rib:  Small Gold Wire 

Hackle: Guinea fowl. Yellow or Olive. 

O S P R E Y  F L Y  B O X  
JH Squamish Special  

contributed by 

Felipe Cerqueira Dos Santos 
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1. Place the Copper bead on the hook, start the 

thread on the hook behind the bead and lay a base 

layer of thread down to the hook bend.   

 

2. Take a 1½” clump of Marabou strip from the feath-

er and form a tail about 1.5 times the hook shank 

length. Bind down al the way up to the bead. 
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3. Tie in the gold wire and bind down to the tail. 

 

 

4. Strip some of the material away from the cord of 

the Krystal Chenille and bind to the hook shank at 

the tail. Advance the thread to the bead. 

 

 

 

5. With tight touching turns, wrap the Krystal Chenille 

up to the bead. Tie off and cut off the excess. 

 

6. Counter wrap the gold wire with an open spiral up 

to the bead.  Tie off and helicopter the wire to 

break the excess off. 

 

 

7. Place two strands of gold Krystal Flash on each 

side of the body, extending to the tips of the tail. 

 

8. Select a yellow Guinea hackle, expose the tip and 

tie on to the hook shank behind the bead. 

 

 

 

 

9. Wrap the Guinea hackle 4 or 5 times around the 

hook shank, tie off and cut off the excess. Place 

some head cement on the thread and whip finish. 

 

Tight Lines & Good Luck! 
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